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Never give up.  I didn’t get into Brown University.  I was on the wait list.  I called them 
up and they eventually decided that it was getting really annoying to have me call 
everyday so they let me in.  At Carnegie Mellon I didn’t get into graduate school.  
Andy had mentored me.  He said, go to graduate school, you’re going to Carnegie 
Mellon.  All my good students go to Carnegie Mellon.  Yeah, you know what’s 
coming.  And so he said, you’re going to go to Carnegie Mellon no problem.  What 
he had kind of forgotten was that the difficulty of getting to the top Ph.D. program 
in the country had really gone up.  And he also didn’t know I was going to tank my 
GRE’s because he believed in me.  Which, based on my board scores was a really 
stupid idea.  And so I didn’t get into Carnegie Mellon.  No one knows this.  ‘Til today 
I’m telling the story.  I was declined admission to Carnegie Mellon.  And I was a bit of 
an obnoxious little kid.  I went into Andy’s office and I dropped the rejection letter 
on his desk.  And I said, I just want you to know what your letter of recommendation 
goes for at Carnegie Mellon. [laughter] And before the letter had hit his desk, his 
hand was on the phone and he said, I will fix this. [laughter] And I said, no no no, I 
don’t want to do it that way.  That’s not the way I was raised. [In a sad voice] 
Maybe some other graduate schools will see fit to admit me. [laughter] And he said, 
look, Carnegie Mellon’s where you’re going to be.  He said, I’ll tell you what, I’ll 
make you a deal.  Go visit the other schools.  Because I did get into all the other 
schools.  He said, go visit the other schools and if you really don’t feel comfortable 
at any of them, then will you let me call Nico?  Nico being Nico Habermann and I 
said, OK deal.  I went to the other schools.  Without naming them by name -- [in a 
coughing voice] Berkeley, Cornell.  They managed to be so unwelcoming that I 
found myself saying to Andy, you know, I’m going to get a job.  And he said, no, 
you’re not.  And he picked up the phone and he talked in Dutch. [laughter] And he 
hung up the phone and he said, Nico says if you’re serious, be in his office tomorrow 
morning at eight a.m.  And for those of you who know Nico, this is really scary.  So 
I’m in Nico Habermann’s office the next morning at eight a.m. and he’s talking with 
me, and frankly I don’t think he’s that keen on this meeting.  I don’t think he’s that 
keen at all.  And he says, Randy, why are we here?  And I said, because Andy 
phoned you? Heh. [laughter] And I said, well, since you admitted me, I have won a 
fellowship.  The Office of Naval Research is a very prestigious fellowship.  I’ve won 
this fellowship and that wasn’t in my file when I applied.  And Nico said, a fellowship, 
money, we have plenty of money.  That was back then.  He said, we have plenty of 
money.  Why do you think having a fellowship makes any difference to us?  And he 
looked at me.  There are moments that change your life.  And ten years later if you 
know in retrospect it was one of those moments, you’re blessed.  But to know it at 
the moment….  With Nico staring through your soul. [laughter] And I said, I didn’t 
mean to imply anything about the money.  It’s just that it was an honor.  There were 
only 15 given nationwide.  And I did think it was an honor that would be something 






























